Corria Mimms
February 3, 1914 - March 13, 2018

Corria Moore Mimms was born in 1914, forty-nine years after the signing of the
Emancipation Proclamation. Her parents, Nick and Melrose Moore, were part of the first
generation of African-Americans born free in this country.
Her father moved his family from a farming area in Christian County to the more lucrative
community of Earlington when Corria, her twin sister Clara, and her younger brother
Walker were children. Her two older brothers, Willie and Perry, joined their father in
becoming coal miners. Willie soon moved to Detroit and Perry moved to Evansville. Both
had daughters, Gladys and Virginia, who became part of the Nick and Melrose household
when they were little girls.
Corria, Clara and Walker were all ambitious young people. Walker was the first to earn a
college degree. He and his wife, Delois, moved to Louisville. Corria and Clara focused on
music. Both became skilled pianists and both played for the Mt. Zion Baptist Church. Clara
became an entrepreneur and operated a beauty salon in Earlington. Corria directed choirs
at Mt. Zion for more than eighty years.
Corria married Lester Mimms in the middle of the Great Depression. A son, Ronald, was
their only child.
Corria earned her bachelor’s degree from Kentucky State College and taught the fourth
grade in the Earlington Public School system for thirty years. She thoroughly enjoyed her
teaching career. She was devoted to each of the many students assigned to her
classroom over the years. She always looked forward to school reunions when her former
students returned to visit.
She was an active community servant and especially devoted to her volunteer work at the
Trover Clinic.
Corria was certainly among God’s most chosen people. She lived 104 years – a lifetime

that spanned the service of sixteen U.S. presidents. She saw the world progress from
outhouses to elegant bathrooms, from no telephones to cell phones, from one-room
schools to sprawling campuses, and from segregation to integration. She was a nononsense woman who demanded the best from herself and from those she taught in
school and rehearsed in church. She had a superior work ethic and was unforgiving of
those who did not.
She loved her family and for years, she was the glue that held the family together. The
family will struggle to stay as strong without her.
In addition to her son, Ronald, her immediate family consists of her grandchildren: RoniMarzetta, Carla, Andraya, and Derrick; her only niece, Virginia; her only nephew, Walker
Jr.; and her best friend, Doris Moore.
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Comments

“

Resha Baxter lit a candle in memory of Corria Mimms

Resha Baxter - April 11, 2018 at 05:08 PM

“

Brenaye Hughes lit a candle in memory of Corria Mimms

Brenaye Hughes - March 17, 2018 at 10:14 AM

“

Devra Steckler lit a candle in memory of Corria Mimms

Devra Steckler - March 17, 2018 at 09:59 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Corria Mimms.

March 17, 2018 at 03:25 AM

“

Frank Washington lit a candle in memory of Corria Mimms

Frank Washington - March 16, 2018 at 09:55 PM

“

Please accept our condolences for your family’s loss. You were blessed to have had
this gracious and talented lady in your lives for many years. She was a role model for
several people. I knew Mrs. Mimms first as our church choir director and my 4th
grade teacher and later as a mentor/friend when I became an adult, wife and mother.
Her dedication to education; words of inspiration, encouragement and advice; and
gestures of kindness over the years meant so much to my family and me. She was a
guest lecturer for one of my gerontology classes at Murray State University and my
students absolutely loved her! She was one of the most proactive, informed,
engaging and faithful Christian women I have ever known. May it bring you comfort
now and in the years to come that her soul is at peace with Our Heavenly Father and
Beloved Savior. She will be missed but her lessons will be remembered because of
the life she led and the purposes she fulfilled.

Edrena Harrison - March 16, 2018 at 05:16 PM

“

Psi Tau Chapter, Omega Psi Phi Fraternity purchased the Enchanted Cottage for the
family of Corria Mimms.

Psi Tau Chapter, Omega Psi Phi Fraternity - March 16, 2018 at 12:05 PM

“

Dear Family & Friends of Corria Mimms,
May every consolation and blessing be granted to each of you in your deep sorrow.
My condolences and sincere sympathy, David 'Herb' Estes

David 'Herb' Estes - March 16, 2018 at 08:24 AM

“

Mary Warfield lit a candle in memory of Corria Mimms

Mary Warfield - March 16, 2018 at 05:58 AM

“

Edrena & Johnny Harrison purchased the Emerald Garden Basket for the family of
Corria Mimms.

Edrena & Johnny Harrison - March 15, 2018 at 08:00 PM

“

I will always remember Mrs. Corria Mimms. I think she taught all the Coxes(Charles
and Violet(Bea) Cox) children. I member the three Rs, reading, writing and arithmetic
as she so often stressed. Always an Educator at heart. She is loved by many and
she will be missed. Whenever I visited, she always knew me and would call me by
my childhood nickname which meant, she really" knew" me. I recall introducing her to
my husband and after the second visit she stated he was a fine man (her approval smile). I will cherish Mr. Corria's memory and know that she is resting in Heavenperhaps conducting the heavenly choir. My 4th grade teacher & mentor, 4 ever in my
heart.
Violet (Bunni) Cox-

Violet Cox-Wingo - March 15, 2018 at 04:20 PM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Violet Cox-Wingo - March 15, 2018 at 03:08 PM

“

Maxine Hunt lit a candle in memory of Corria Mimms

Maxine Hunt - March 15, 2018 at 03:06 PM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Violet Cox-Wingo - March 15, 2018 at 03:05 PM

